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influence for overcoming mutual jealousies among the Juntas that now governed Spain ; at the same time he instructed his own agents in Spain to beware of wounding the national pride of a susceptible race. The answer of the English people to the stimulating appeal of Cannings statesmanship was promptly rewarded by the defeat which (igth July 1808) the Spanish commander Reding inflicted on the French general, Dupont, at Baylen. Then first the English people were satisfied that the enterprise to which their minister had committed them was practicable.
The British ambassador to Madrid at this time was Canning's old personal friend, John Hookham Frere; he had received the appointment partly in recognition of his having secured the safe convoy to Spain of 10,000 Spanish troops, pressed by Napoleon into French service, from Denmark, under the command of Romana. The Foreign Secretary had a generous belief in the military vigour of the Spanish resistance to Napoleon. Frere shared this faith and practically retained it after he ought to have been undeceived by experience. On the other hand Castlereagh, the War Minister in the Portland Government, though without anything of Canning's genius, was not his inferior in administrative ability, had no sympathy with his optimism and resented his tendency to interfere in matters outside his own department.
On loth December 1808, Frere received instructions from Canning, urging stronger and prompter military action. There seemed a danger of the operations in the Peninsula coming, in 1809, to an ineffectual close. Overbearing some of his Cabinet colleagues, the masterful Foreign Secretary concluded a treaty with the
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